Project Citizen

Step 1 - Procedure for Identifying and Selecting Problems for Study

1) Form small groups of 3-5 students and ask them to generate a list of problems that they believe they have in their school or community. These lists can also be generated by doing these steps in the student texts:

· Level 1 – Step 1-Identifying Public Policy Problems in Your Community, pp.10-16.

· Level 2 – Chapter 3, Step 1- Identifying Problems to Be Dealt with by Public Policy, pp. 25-34.

2) Each group should agree on (negotiation and consensus building exercise) three different problems that they will present to the large group. Students will write each problem on a separate 5X8 index card

3) Introduce students to the three spheres of society and give brief definitions and examples of each:
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4) In their small group have the students consider the three problems they selected in 3) above and decide which of the spheres would be best able to solve the identified problems (negotiation and consensus building exercise).

5) Post three signs on the walls around the room – private sphere, civil society, government.  Have each group present their three problems and then post it under one of the three signs explaining why they believe it belongs there (taking and defending a position)

6) Explain that not every problem requires government involvement for a solution but when it does then we are dealing with public policy and policymaking.

7) Use the following material from the Project Citizen texts (also refer to material in the teacher’s guide)  to introduce students to public policy and the policymaking process:

· Level 1 – Public Policy – What is public policy and who makes it? pp. 4-9

· Level 2, Chapter 2 - An Introduction to Public Policy, pp. 11-21
OPTIONAL – Have a scholar do a presentation on public policy.
8) After introducing public policy, ask the students to reconsider where they have placed their problem cards and ask them to decide if each still belongs where it had originally been placed. Students may move their cards and explain why they are changing its position.

9) For those problems that remain under  the GOVERNMENT sign apply the following criteria to each:

1. Is it significant to the community?

2. Does government have a responsibility to address this problem?

3. Can we get enough information on this problem?

4. Is there a realistic possibility that we can develop a policy to address it?

10)   Finally, eliminate any problems that don’t fit the criteria. Also, consider combining any problems that are essentially similar in nature, or one that is a component of another. The remaining problems are those that will be considered for selection in Step Two – Selecting a Problem…

