Public Policy Issue or Not-That is the Question??????

Lesson on identifying Public Policy issues.  Divide group into small groups. Each group will choose a reader, recorder, illustrator, and presenter. Pass out materials 
(chart paper, markers, and statement to evaluate). Read each statement and discuss with your group whether or not it is a public policy issue. Identify the public policy or change to make it a public policy issue. Divide chart paper into 4 sections. 
Section 1: Write a definition of public policy in your own words.  

Section 2: Identify whether or not your statement is a public policy issue by writing yes or no and explain why.  

Section 3: Identify who has the authority to make decision about your statement. (Use words and/or illustrations)

Section 4:  Explain how your issue statement relates to your definition of public policy. If not a public policy issue-decide as a group how to make it a public policy issue.

Presenter for each group will then share group thoughts with the whole class

Public Policy or Not Statements

1.  Your class should be permitted to go on a field trip this year
2.  Students should be required to wear uniforms at school
3.  You should be permitted to choose whatever clothes you want to wear            outside of school
4.  You should be permitted to have a job such as mowing yards or baby-sitting if your grades are poor

5.  You should be permitted to purchase or buy whatever you want to with your own money or allowance

6.  You should be permitted to get any style of haircut you want at any age

7.  You should be permitted to have a birthday party and invite friends other than family
8.  You should be allowed to go anywhere you want to with your friends at any age
9.  You should be given an allowance or maybe an increase in the amount of your allowance
10. You should be permitted to go to a PG-13 or R rated movie without adult supervision if you choose too
11.  You should be permitted to have or attend a sleep-over party at age 10
12.  You should be permitted to have a pet
13.  You should be permitted to join any group you want to even though it is controversial
14. You should be required to vote in all elections 
15.  You should be allowed to drive a car at age 12
16.  Having insurance should be a requirement of owning a car
17.  School attendance should be mandatory through getting a college degree
18.  Having computer skill should be mandatory of getting hired for a job
19.  Year around school years should be mandatory
20.  Being a member of a religious or political group should be mandatory for getting a job
21.  You should be allowed to make the choice to have your ears and other body parts pierced at any age
22.  You be allowed to make the choice to get a tattoo at any age
23.  You be required to wear mandatory bicycle or motorcycle helmets
24.  You should be required to wear seat belts when driving or riding in a car
25.  Corporal punishment should be permitted for all crimes
26.  Society should have a right to put someone to death
27.  Cities should have the right to issue curfews on citizens
28.  The school cafeteria should offer fast food lunches instead of cafeteria food
